Community Dispute Resolution Center Agreement to Mediate

Mediation is voluntary and I can leave at any time. The mediators will not make decisions for me or require me to agree to anything.

Mediators are impartial (they will not take sides or determine “right” or “wrong”).  Mediators shall not give legal advice. 
I understand that I can talk to an attorney at any time if I have questions about my legal rights and responsibilities, including having an attorney review a written agreement before I sign it. 

Confidentiality:

Our mediation meetings occur in a private, confidential setting in order to encourage open, honest discussions. 

 All mediation communications (both verbal and in writing) are confidential unless we agree in writing that all or part of the mediation communications are not confidential. Confidentiality begins with the first contact made to the mediation program. We agree not to communicate with anyone not present (except those with whom we have a privileged relationship; for example, a spouse, domestic partner, therapist, attorney, doctor, or clergy). We can communicate with others (named below) to get advice: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

We acknowledge and accept that the mediators and the mediation program will not provide any information about the mediation communications to anyone outside the mediation. We agree not to ask the mediators or mediation program to testify or give out information that relates to confidential mediation communications in any subsequent judicial, administrative or arbitration proceeding. 

The Following Are Not Confidential: 
Information that is already known before mediation, information that is not prepared specifically for use in mediation, or documents that are public records before mediation.  

Written or verbal agreements reached in mediation unless we agree in writing to keep the agreements confidential.

If information is revealed about child or elder abuse, mediators may report to the appropriate authorities. Mediators or parties may report communications necessary to prevent a party from committing a crime that is likely to result in substantial bodily injury or death. 

For reporting, research, training, or educational purposes, the mediation program/mediators can: a) state whether or not the mediation resulted in agreements, b) provide information for statistical purposes, c) talk confidentially with program staff and others about what happened for advice and learning purposes, d) retain records of the mediation in accordance with program policies and procedures.

By signing this, we agree to all the above (signatures of the parties and mediators): 
Signed: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date:
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________
